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Why are Beach Accessways so 
important to manage?
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• Highly valued by local communities

• Assets include gates, fences, paths, stairs, signage and 
viewing areas

• Subject to harsh conditions, many are reaching the end 
of their design life

• Councils responsible – duty of care, safety, community 
need, environmental impact. 
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Coastal Accessway Management Tool (CAM)

• Visual inspection and assessment of each accessway
• Provide a condition rating for each asset
• Identify infrastructure requiring repair/replacement
• Beach-by-beach assessment of beach access in each 

locality
• Develop basis for rationalising accessways
• Recommendations for each specific area – methods for 

repair, are accessways appropriately located?

Coastal Accessway Management Tool - CAM
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• Risk-based tool for coastal councils

• Rapid field inspections, standardised 
field inspection proforma

• Documents coastal processes 
impacting the asset

• Documents ideas for actions

• Link to GIS asset register

• Standardised multicriteria 
assessment
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Coastal Accessway Management Tool – Key Criteria
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Field Inspections

Asset Condition – A condition rating from 1 to 5 is applied in the field to each asset

5 - Excellent, as new. 4 - Good. 3 – Fair.. 2 - Poor. 1 - Failed/Very Poor.
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Collingwood Beach. Berrara Creek Mollymook Gannet Beach Burrill Beach, The Spit
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Multi-criteria Assessment
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Beach-by-beach Assessment
• Number of accessways available per linear 

distance in each particular locality

• Location of accessways in relation to key local 
amenities and accessibility

• Safety based on site assessments

• Environmental impacts of each accessway
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Common Accessway Failure Mechanisms

• Erosion at the base of the accessways 

• Stormwater erosion 

• Slope instability 

• General Maintenance/vegetation 
encroachment 

• Damage to dune vegetation and spread 
of weeds 

• Lowering of the base of the accessways 
relative to the surrounding dune

• Difficult/remote access 

• Creek bank erosion
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Key Issues - examples

13Callala Bay – no formal dinghy storage

Nelson Beach – slope stability, stormwater outflow Berrara - Erosion due to runoff

Cunjurong – erosion impacts due to presence of track
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Project Outcomes
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• a suite of recommendations for Council’s coastal accessway assets

• a register that can be used by Council as a tool to repeat the assessment in the future, and

• a framework to assess other key Council-owned coastal assets.

Future Directions
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• Streamline the usability and functionality of the 
tool, to enable other Councils to apply the 
approach easily and more consistently

• Automate the process into a Decision Support 
Tool (DST)

• link the field proforma directly with the 
multicriteria assessment spreadsheet

• develop the multicriteria spreadsheet further so 
that generic management actions are suggested 
based on the responses from the field proforma 

• technical documentation (e.g. as part of the online 
coastal management toolkit) 
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Thank you

Shoalhaven City Council managed this project with 
financial and technical assistance from the NSW 

Government through its Coast & Estuary Management 
Program
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